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Butterflies!

MAKE-IT-FUN TIPS
Note: This book requires parental participation and supervision for children under 36 months and other little ones who may put objects in their mouths.

Butterfly pieces fly off and land on the pages as you and your child read, sing, and interact with this Butterflies book! Observe what your child finds interesting as you explore the book together and add to the fun!
· Butterflies is a simple rhyming concept book of opposites. It introduces sizes (big/little), locations (up/down, in/out, on/off, and in corners), textures (bumpy/smooth), and counting (one/two). Take time to freely explore each page together and play with the butterfly pieces with your child first. Then begin to read the words, introduce the actions and ideas presented and interact with the book more purposefully. The included butterfly finger puppet can be used purely for fun or to imitate the actions in the book as it soars around, powered by your finger or your child’s!   

· The butterflies perched on the front cover can help your child identify the book visually and by touch. Explore the cover together, talk about its color, and find the butterflies waiting there. The butterflies are attached with cloth fasteners so they can be pulled off and put back on (pulling them off is easier) as you talk about what you and your child are discovering, hearing, and doing. Read the title of the book as you point out the print and braille letters.

· Contracted braille, a “shorthand” version of braille text, has been added to the pages for your child to find with you as you read the words and point them out. 
· Invite your child to use her hands in many different ways, such as turning the pages, pulling off the butterflies, touching the textures with flat hands, and searching the pages for butterfly pieces. Your older toddler can also begin to use one hand (“helping hand”) to find and “mark” the locations of the scratchy fastener dots on the pages as her other hand (“doing hand”) places the butterfly pieces back onto the dots, with your help as needed. 
· Place your hands under (rather than grasp on top of) your child’s hands and let your child “ride along” on your hands if physical assistance is needed to help your child find the butterflies and pull them off. With this approach, you allow your child to maintain control of her hands as you model effective hand movements. Gradually pull your hands out from under your child’s hands, so her fingers can touch the textures and locate the butterflies, as you reduce your help. 
· Draw your child’s attention to the pieces on the pages by tapping on them, pointing to them, spotting a light on them, and “wiggling” them (to create movement and sound). 
· Butterflies that are removed can be placed into a shiny metal bowl or other open container and kept there until you and your child are ready to put them back on the pages. There is also a page in the back of the book on which loose butterflies can be stored.

· Read the words slowly, and with emphasis (“Uuuuuuup!” and “Doooown!”), giving your child time to think about them as she interacts with the butterflies. Enthusiastically encourage your child to chime in!
· The words in the book can be sung to the tune of “Skip to My Lou.” 
· Step outside with your child and look for real butterflies, to touch and handle gently. Better yet, visit a “Butterfly House,” where butterflies hatch in an indoor environment and fly around as visitors walk through the butterfly space. You are bound to have some butterflies of all colors and types land on you and your child!

· A great follow-up book for your older toddler is The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle, a story of a caterpillar that eats, and eats, and eats  . . . and eventually becomes a beautiful butterfly!
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