

Where’s Little Fuzzy?

MAKE-IT-FUN TIPS
Note: This book requires parental participation and supervision for children under 36 months and other little ones who may put objects in their mouths.

Where’s Little Fuzzy? is a rhyming search-and-find toddler book that can be enjoyed visually and by touch with your child. Little Fuzzy and his buddies are hiding on the pages, waiting for you and your little one to find them! Come join the fun and discover “Where’s Little Fuzzy?”!    

· Where’s Little Fuzzy? is an interactive rhyming book. It introduces a variety of characteristics (fuzzy, scratchy, squeaky, and bumpy), location concepts (under, behind, and inside), and daily routine words (where, yes/no, hiding, blanket, door, pocket, curtains, rug, hat, and gate). If your child is not familiar with some of the words or ideas used in the book, thoroughly explore the objects, textures, and locations around your house with him before you read the book together. The words will then be more meaningful to your child as you read them.
· Little Fuzzy, the soft, red main character of the book, sits on the front cover to help your child readily identify the book, visually and by touch. Explore the cover of the book together and talk about its color. As you find Little Fuzzy on the cover, briefly describe how he looks and feels (round shape, fuzzy texture, and red color). Point out the print and braille letters as you read the title of the book.

· Begin by freely exploring each page together, discovering the objects and finding the hidden characters. Next, read the words and introduce the ideas presented (locations and textures). Encourage your child to actively look, touch, explore, and talk!

· Contracted braille, a “shorthand” version of braille text, has been added to the pages for you to point out to your tactile learner as you read the words. 
· This book invites your child to use his hands in many different ways, such as grasping, lifting, opening, sliding fingers inside, touching textures with flat hands, and turning pages. 

· Read the words with all the enthusiasm you can muster!  Give your child time to think about what is asked on each page until he becomes familiar with, and understands, the repeated phrases. When your little one demonstrates the ability to predict what comes next, pause before the “Yes, yes, yes!” or “No, no, no!” phrases and encourage him to join in.  

· Place your hands under (rather than grasp on top of) your child’s hands so your child can “ride along” as you provide physical assistance to search for and find Little Fuzzy, as needed. With this approach, you allow your child to maintain control of his hands as you model the hand movements needed to interact with the objects and search for the hidden characters. Gradually slide your hands out from under your child’s hands, so his fingers can touch the textures and locate Little Fuzzy and friends, as you reduce your help. 
· The words in the book can be sung to the tune of “Baa Baa Black Sheep” (the first stanza repeated). 
· During your daily routine (perhaps at play time), act out hiding and finding each other (or objects) in the places talked about in the book (under a blanket, behind a door, inside a pocket, behind a curtain, under a rug, inside a hat, and behind a gate). Come up with additional places and location words and expand the fun with a good ‘ole game of hide-and-seek!

· If your older toddler enjoys the lift-the-flap aspect of this book and can see print pictures, there are a variety of lift-the-flap picture books that are commercially available. A particularly good one that lends itself well to being acted out is Where is Baby’s Mommy? written and illustrated by Karen Katz. In it, a toddler searches throughout the house for his mommy as they play hide-and seek—and finds other things of interest along the way! 
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