Why Abacus Instruction and Abacus Bees Matter
What Is an Abacus?
An abacus is a tactile math tool that allows students, especially students who are blind or visually impaired, to understand numbers, place value, and computation through touch and movement.
It is not a calculator.
It is a learning tool that teaches students how numbers work.
Why Does My Child Use an Abacus?
Students who are blind cannot rely on written math layouts the way sighted students can. The abacus:
· Makes place value concrete and consistent
· Allows fast, accurate calculation
· Builds strong number sense
· Encourages independence
Many students who use an abacus become faster and more confident than their sighted peers at computation.
Why Do Abacus Bee Problems Look So Hard?
Abacus Bee problems:
· Are written horizontally
· Contain many steps
· Require sustained focus
This is intentional. These problems:
· Test understanding, not memorization
· Strengthen working memory
· Build endurance and accuracy
· Prepare students for real-world math
The goal is thinking, not speed alone.
Isn’t Using an Abacus “Cheating”?
No. Using an abacus is like:
· Using pencil and paper for sighted students
· Using training wheels while learning to ride a bike
It supports learning now so students can succeed independently later.
Will My Child Ever Do Mental Math?
Yes. The abacus is a bridge to mental math.
As students gain fluency, they begin to visualize the abacus in their mind and perform calculations mentally.
Strong mental math begins with strong abacus skills.
What Skills Does Abacus Instruction Build?
Beyond math, abacus instruction supports:
· Memory
· Attention
· Logical reasoning
· Confidence
· Independence
These skills help students across all academic areas and daily life.
Final Thought
Abacus instruction is not about beads—it is about building a strong, confident mathematical thinker.

